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Dunlop Arch / 4 Lanes / 1:32 + 1:24 

THE most famous footbridge in the world! Who doesn't know it, the Dunlop Arch. Everyone who 

has been to Le Mans has photographed it at least 10 times.. 

In the course of time, it was rebuilt again and again. I like to drive Group C cars, which is why I 

chose a version of the bow from the 80s. But there is also a contemporary version for the new 

LMP1, LMP2 and GT cars. 

 

 

Material and processing: 

The individual parts of the sheets are milled from printed PVC hard foam sheets on a CNC 

milling machine. The printing is done digitally in a professional print shop. Outdoor advertising 

boards are also printed there. The print can withstand a lot. 

If you are interested, you can find the data sheet for the material in the download area. 

The parts are partly in a carrier and have to be cut out and reworked. A cutter knife and 

possibly a sheet of sandpaper is sufficient for this.  
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PVC rigid foam panels require a special adhesive: 

 

Tangit PVC-U: Drying time approx 1 to 3 min, welds the parts. My recommendation, but not soo easy to 

handle. If glue overflows, it leaves traces. 

UHU Allplast: Drying time approx 1 min, easy to apply. Glue pulls threads. 

Tangit PVC-U: Drying time < 1 min. Quick and easy bonding. Capillary action, i.e. the adhesive is drawn into 

gaps (not with gel). I have no long-term experience with the adhesive, but I assume that it will 

last. 

For my professional models, I have preferred Tangit PVC-U glue until now. But the more I use 

UHU Allplast, the better I like it. It does pull threads, but you can get around that quite well if 

you simply press the tip of the tube vertically onto the glued part at the end of an applied 

"bead" and pull it away sideways. 

Another important note: 

All adhesives that weld plastics (Tangit PVC-U and UHU Allplast) also dissolve the plastic. If too 

much adhesive is applied, deformations can occur on the back of the material. These then look 

like small craters or trenches. 

So apply adhesive in doses. 
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Scale and dimensions: 

In the slot car sector, scale is raped at every turn. For many reasons, there is no other way. 

It's the same with model railways. A small branch station with a length of only 500 metres 

would still be almost 6 metres long on an HO layout (M 1:87). That doesn't fit in any flat. 

So the scale is again a compromise between 1:32 and 1:24. The arch is suitable for both 

scales. 

In the model, one step is 7.9 mm high. In 1:24 this means a step height of approx. 19 cm in 

reality, which fits. In 1:32 it is 25 cm, which also fits "just". 

The rest of the arch cannot be reproduced to scale. 

I have walked over the original arch several times. The portal alone is about 30 metres wide, 

plus the stairways with a length of about 10 metres per stairway makes a total length of 50 

metres. 

In 1:24 this means a length of about 2 metres, in 1:32 the arch would still be 1.5 metres long. 

This would not fit on any track. 

It's the overall impression that counts. Not too high, not too compressed. I think you can live 

well with the dimensions of the arch. There is a permanent lack of space on ALL tracks. 
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The clearance height is also important. With 99 mm, this is still easily sufficient for the 

Scalextric trucks. 
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And this is how the Dunlop bow is assembled: 

The old and new sheet differ only in the print: 
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The old arch was covered with sheet metal panels. The seams are visible, also on the roof 

(unfortunately not well shown in the picture). The flooring was even a kind of pavement. 

With the new bow I know a wooden floor and a floor made of checker plate. I have decided in 

favour of the checker plate. 

Let's start with the staircases. 

These parts are needed. The side parts mirror-inverted: 

 

The plate with the Edelhirsch print serves as stabilisation. The plate is glued exactly into the 

existing groove. 
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The 5mm hole in the panel serves as a cable feed-through if LEDs are to be installed. 

The "bridge inside" of the arch is glued on. There is also a groove as a guide. 

 

 

After gluing on the 2nd outside of the staircase, the "final product" should look like this: 

 

The inside of the bridge protrudes approx. 1 mm at the top, that is correct. 

This construction step exists 2 times - logical! 
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The trained eye will have noticed that I glued the lower plate the wrong way round. The 

Edelhirsch logo on the lower plate is no longer visible later on  That is intentional  

 

 

Now the actual transition can be glued on. You can orientate yourself on the groove in the 

transition. The part with the groove in the picture is from a second kit. 
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Here again in detail: 

 

 

And this is how the result should look: 
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Now you get your first impression of the finished bow. The left or right side panel is glued on. 

Again, grooves determine the position. It is best to assemble and check all edges before gluing. 

The side panel should also be flush with the staircases on the underside. 

 

Now the arch is already stable. 

This is also the best time to install LED strips .... No steps interfere with the installation of the 

cables, all areas are optimally accessible. The 5mm holes serve as cable feed-throughs. 

The arch is also suitable for the installation of a starting light. However, I would hang it under 

the arch so as not to disturb the overall picture. 

  



Le Mans – Dunlop Arch 

 
 
 

 
Wolfram Schidlo 

Hausheimer Str. 13 

D 92348 Berg 

Page 11 of 14 

 

Building instruction V1.1 

 

The steps have to be cut out of a board. You need a cutter knife for this. If you run the blade 

smoothly along the edge of the step, no reworking is necessary. Each step is held in place by 4 

thin bars in the plate. 

 

 

Before gluing on the steps, you should first sort them. A directional arrow is printed on some of 

the steps (new sheet only). Everyone can choose the order they want. It is important to glue 

the steps starting from the BOTTOM. This makes it much easier to press them on. A dab of 

glue on the bottom of the steps on the left and right is sufficient. 
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This is what the result looks like: 

 

 

And here the arch with the 2nd side part: 
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The roof of the arch can be glued in place. I did not do this, the roof holds like this and you can 

add lighting ... later. 

Simply insert the roof from the top into the two side grooves UNTIL it touches and then run 

your hand along the side panels to press the roof completely into the grooves. 

 

  



Le Mans – Dunlop Arch 

 
 
 

 
Wolfram Schidlo 

Hausheimer Str. 13 

D 92348 Berg 

Page 14 of 14 

 

Building instruction V1.1 

 

That's it. This is how the bow looks when finished. 

 

 

The sheet from the 80s in this picture is still the prototype, not all parts are printed. 

 

Another note on our own behalf: 

 

If a part is missing or defective, please send me an email (info@edelhirsch.de or 

info@schidlo.de) and I will replace it as soon as possible. 

Please also let me know if you are not satisfied with the kit. 

But I am also happy about positive reviews, e.g. in the Freeslotter Forum or directly in my 

online shop. 

I would also be pleased to see pictures of my products on your layout. 

I am easiest to reach by email, my phone is not always busy. 

 

Have fun with the arch on your layout, Wolfram 


